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Ask almost anyone at Cal Poly where the Swine Unit is, and you’ll probably get a few confused 

faces and little help. Most Cal Poly students don’t even realize that there are pigs on campus, let 

alone that they can be found past the baseball field and tucked just past the soccer fields. But at 

the end of Sports Complex Road, there sits the Cal Poly Swine Unit. 

Since the early days of Cal Poly, students have been able to put what they learn in the classroom 

into practice in the field. While the swine unit wasn’t part of the founding animal science 

facilities, learning about swine has long been part of the animal science student’s education.  

Cal Poly currently raises Landrace-Yorkshire cross pigs. This breeding choice is in line with the 

swine unit’s recent switch from raising show quality hogs to a more commercial swine 

production model. While Cal Poly’s model can’t compare in size with the large commercial 

operations of the mid-west, it is still an excellent learning tool. 

“The unit’s mission is to support the education mission of the college,” said Dr. Allen Pettey, 

who teaches Cal Poly’s swine classes. “It’s great for students who want to learn more about 

swine production and students who want to become agriculture teachers.”  

Cassie Burrows, an agricultural science third year living at the swine unit, says that in the short 

time she has been at the unit, she has already received an education.  

“It’s all been pretty new to me as far as the farrowing and processing of the piglets goes, but it 

has all been really interesting” said Burrows.  

Cal Poly currently has eight sows on campus. At least one of these sows farrows each quarter, 

providing students with as many chances as possible to track the piglets from birth to market 



weight. According to Steve Soderstrom, the head technician at the swine unit, this will be 

increasing in the near future. 

“We have purchased a new farrowing barn. This will allow us to increase our herd to about thirty 

sows. We will then be able to farrow about twice a quarter,” said Soderstrom.  

This means more sows and piglets that need to be taken care of. Almost all the labor from 

farrowing and processing piglets to cleaning out pens, comes from students. In addition to the 

two student managers that live at the swine unit and take care of the day to day operations, 

students participating in the swine enterprise also provide a lot of help. 

Members of the swine enterprise project are students who have taken ASCI 222: Systems of 

Swine Management and have an interest in learning more about commercial swine production.  

“The enterprise takes the class to the next level. Students assist with farrowing, breeding, and 

anything else that needs to get done,” said Pettey.  

After the piglets have reached market weight they are sold for a variety of purposes. Some are 

sold to individuals for personal consumption, others go to market and several are sold to 4-H and 

FFA members.  

People are encouraged to come and see the pigs at the swine unit and learn more about pigs at 

Cal Poly. The goal of all agriculture units at Cal Poly is to educate and that extends further than 

just the students at the swine unit.  

The Cal Poly swine unit provides priceless educational opportunities to animal science, 

agricultural science, agricultural business students and the public. Students can learn about swine 

production and transfer this information to their future careers or eventually their own students. 



So if you are interested in pigs, take ASCI 222 and join the enterprise or just head down Sports 

Complex Road to see some piglets.  

	  


